DURABILITY OF WOODY PLANTS IN VIRGINIA LANDSCAPES - Mary Ann Hansen, Spring to Green Event, 2/3/24

TREES

Latin Name Common Name Good OK Bad Native? Comments
Cladrastis kentuckea American Yellowwood X NC and south
Ginkgo biloba Ginkgo X NO
Halesia carolina Carolina Silverbell X YES
Hamamelis virginiana Witchhazel X YES
Hamamelis X intermedia Witchhazel (Asian hybrid) X NO
Koelreutaria paniculata Golden-Rain-Tree X NO
Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Poplar X , YES Gets aphids and sooty mold.
Magnolia grandiflora Southern Magnolia X NC and south |Prone to winter injury.
Magnolia stellata Star Magnolia X NO
Magnolia virginiana Sweetbay Magnolia X YES
Nyssa sylvatica Black Gum X YES
Oxydendrum arboreum Sourwood X YES
Parrotia persica Persian Parrotia X NO May get Japanese beetles.
Tilia cordata Littleleaf Linden X NO May get Japanese beetles.
Ulmus parvifolia Lacebark EIm X NO
Zelkova serrata Japanese Zekkova X NO
Acer japonicum 'Aconitifolium’' Full Moon Japanese Maple X NO
Acer palmatum 'Ko To No Ito' Japanese Maple X NO
Acer palmatum 'Sango Kaku' Coral Bark Japanese Maple X NO
Acer palmatum var. dissectum 'Red Dragon' |Japanese Maple X NO
Amelanchier canadensis Shadblow Serviceberry X YES Gets cedar-quince rust, but minor.
Amelanchier X grandiflora Apple Serviceberry X Hybrid Gets cedar-quince rust, but minor.
Cercidiphyllum japonicum Katsura Tree X NO May get basal canker, but minor.
Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud X YES Gets fungal dieback under stress.
Chionanthus retusus Chinese Fringetree X NO Gets anthracnose, but minor.
Laegerstroemia indica Common Crapemyrtle X NO Buy hardy, resistant cultivars - 1*
Thuja 'Green Giant' Green Giant Arborvitae X Hybrid Deer, leafminers, bagworms.
Thuja occidentalis Eastern Arborvitae X YES Deer, leafminers, bagworms.
Liquidambar styraciflua Sweetgum X YES




Fagus grandifolia American Beech X YES Beech Leaf Disease -2*
Aesculus pavia Red Buckeye X NO Gets Guignardia blight.
Cornus florida Native Dogwood X YES Buy resistant cultivars or hybrids - 3*
Cupressocyparis X leylandii Leyland Cypress X NO Prone to severe fungal canker disease.
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green Ash X YES Prone to Emerald Ash Borer.
Malus sylvestris Crabapple X NO Buy resistant cultivars - 4*
Picea pungens Colorado Blue Spruce X NO Gets mites and fungal needle cast.
Pinus nigra Austrian Pine X NO Gets severe fungal shoot blight.
Prunus subhirtella Weeping Cherry X NO Prone to fungal cankers.
Pyrus calleryana 'Bradford’ Bradford Pear X NO Invasive! Do not plant!
Quercus spp. Oaks X Depends Bacterial Scorch may be problem under stress.
Salix babylonica Weeping Willow X NO Prone to canker diseases.
Ulmus americana American Elm X YES Buy resistant cultivars. - 5*
SHRUBS
Abelia X grandiflora Glossy Abelia X Hybrid
Callicarpa americana American Beautyberry X YES
Cephalanthus occidentalis Button Bush X YES Needs moist soil.
Cephalotaxus harringtonia 'Prostrata’ Japanese Plum Yew X NO Does well in shade.
Cephalotaxus harringtonia 'Fastigiata' Japanese Plum Yew X NO Does well in shade.
Clethra alnifolia Summersweet X YES
Cornus stolonifera 'Arctic Fire' Redtwig Dogwood X YES
Fothergilla gardenii Dwarf Fothergilla X YES
Fothergilla major Large Fothergilla X YES
Fothergilla X intermedia 'Mt. Airy' Fothergilla X Hybrid
Hydrangea arborescens Wild Hydrangea X YES
Hydrangea paniculata Panicle Hydrangea X NO
Hydrangea quercifolia Oakleaf Hydrangea X NO
llex verticillata Winterberry X YES Need male plant to pollinate females.
Osmanthus heterophyllus ' Goshiki’ False Holly X NO Variegated cultivar.
Sambucus nigra 'Black Lace' Elderberry X Cultivar The species is native.
Spirea japonica 'Gold Flame' Spirea X NO




Viburnum X burkwoodii Burkwood Viburnum X Hybrid

Viburnum carlesii Koreanspice Viburnum X NO

Viburnum dentatum Arrowwood Viburnum X YES

Viburnum nudum Possumhaw Viburnum X YES

Viburnum plicatum var. tomentosum Doublefile Viburnum X NO

Viburnum prunifolium Blackhaw Viburnum X YES

Itea virginica Virginia Sweetspire X YES Spreads.

Rhododendron calendulaceum Flame Azalea X YES Azalea Leaf and Flower Gall = minor.
Rhododendron calendulaceum 'Gibraltar’ Flame Azalea X Cultivar

Rhododendron catawbiense Rhododendron X YES Needs well drained soil to avoid root rot.
Rhododendron Azalea (many hybrids + cvs) X NO Gets lacebugs if not sited properly.
Rhus typhina Staghorn Sumac X YES Spreads.

Euonymus alatus Burning Bush X NO Invasive! Do not plant!

llex crenata Japanese Holly X NO Frequently dies from fungal root rot.
llex glabra Inkberry X YES Frequently dies from fungal root rot.
llex opaca American Holly X YES Prone to scale insects.

Buxus sempervirens var. Arborescens American Boxwood X NO Buy resistant species / cultivars - 6*
Buxus sempervirens var. Suffruticosa English Boxwood X NO Buy resistant species / cultivars - 7*
Photinia X fraseri Redtip X Hybrid Prone to Entomosporium leaf spot.
Prunus laurocerasus Cherrylaurel X NO Prone to borers and leaf spot.

Rosa Rose (many hybrids and cvs) X NO Rose Rosette Disease - 8*

Taxus baccata Yew X NO Prone to root rot in wet soil.

NOTES:

1* - Check hardiness; buy cultivars with resistance to powdery mildew.

2* - Beech leaf disease is a severe foliar nematode disease that is currently spreading in the native beech population.

3* - Buy cultivars of native dogwood or hybrids (e.g. 'Stellar' series) with resistance to Discula anthracnose and powdery mildew.

4* - Buy cultivars with resistance to scab, rust, and powdery mildew.

5* - Buy cultivars with resistance to Dutch EIm Disease.

6* - Buy cultivars or other species of boxwood with resistance to Boxwood Blight and Boxwood Leafminer.

7%* - Buy cultivars or other species of boxwood with resistance to Boxwood Blight and Boxwood Leafminer.

8* - Rose Rosette Disease is a severe viral disease for which there currently is no resistance. All cultivated roses are susceptible. Breeding programs are underway.




