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Go Green With Yard Tools

                With the high cost of gasoline, excessive noise, and messy clean up chores the traditional power tools we use in our lawns are starting to lose some of their popularity. Many gardeners have started looking for alternatives that are reliable, easy to use, and less trouble to take care of. There are a number of products available that meet these objectives and help to protect the environment as well. 

                Most of our lawn mowers are powered by the traditional, noisy gasoline engine. Many years ago electric mowers were popular but the people who used them got tired of dragging those long extension cords around. With the high cost of gasoline these mowers are getting a second look. The extension cords are still getting in the way but the savings in fuel costs will justify the hassle for some lawn owners. These are especially effective to use for mowing small lawns that can be covered by a 100 to 150 foot long extension cord. Anyone who tries one of these mowers should use a good quality, heavy duty cord made for outdoor use the average household extension coed simply will not do. It is probably best to get a mower with a 12 amp motor so there will be ample power to cut through thick grass, especially if the owner has been away and missed the last one or two cuttings. I have not found any mowers that are cordless but these are probably coming in the future. Good mowers are a little more pricey than gasoline mowers with the costs starting around $200. Of course there are still some good reel type push mowers that are 100% human powered for those who want a good workout while they are mowing the lawn. 

                Electric leaf blowers have also been around for a while. Leaf blower is probably not a very good description for these machines, moving a large volume of leaves with a hand held electric blower is an exercise in frustration. That is why some of the manufacturers have started calling these tools electric sweepers and other such names. These tools are great for cleaning off sidewalks, decks, porches, and even blowing light debris out of rain gutters. A more recent innovation is the addition of cordless blowers. The cordless blowers use a re-chargeable battery that will power the unit for up to 20 or 30 minutes of continuous operation, it is a good idea to get an extra battery. The prices for these blowers starts around $60 for corded units and around $100 for the cordless units. Brooms are still pretty cheap by comparison. 

                Electric chainsaws are not all that new but have never been really popular with most people who need a heavier saw. These are typically low powered machines that will handle most homeowner tasks but should not be expected to cut a pick-up load of firewood. Many users have problems with accidentally cutting the electric cords as evidenced by a lot of black electricians tape on the cord. We now have the option of cordless electric chain caws for light work around the home. The cordless saws will reliably cut through tree branches up to around 2 inches, manufacturers claim that up to 3 inch limbs can be cut. These saws, like the blowers have a re-chargeable battery. If there is a lot of work to be done, pick up an extra battery as the re-charge can take several hours. Electric chainsaws will still require bar and chain oil for lubrication so they are not completely free of petroleum products. To avoid tapping into the nation’s oil reserves consider using the old fashioned pruners, lops, and hand powered saws.

                Other electric tools include edgers, pruning shears and hedge shears. 

                Going green is possible for performing lawn, landscape and garden tasks. The gardeners who choose this route will need to make some adjustments in their work routines but may find these tools more desirable to use. 
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