TRAPPING PROGRAM HELPS TRACK MOVEMENT OF THE DESTRUCTIVE EMERALD ASH BORER IN VIRGINIA
The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS), in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture and Fairfax County, has embarked on a statewide survey to determine the extent of areas infested with the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).
 

VDACS Commissioner Todd P. Haymore explained the reasons for the upcoming survey, which will start in mid-April and run through the end of August.  “EAB has already killed millions of ash trees in Michigan, Indiana, Illinois and Ohio and we are aware of several infestations in Northern Virginia.  The damage caused by this invasive insect can mean the loss of millions of dollars for homeowners, landowners, nursery, and forest products industries.  It is extremely important to track the progression of EAB in order to alert localities to its possible spread which will help in making management decisions.  If we can determine its spread, it will help unaffected localities develop options for the management of this destructive pest.”
As part of the upcoming EAB survey efforts, VDACS personnel will install approximately 3,500 traps throughout the state.  Most of the traps will be placed in the quarantine area, but a limited number of traps will also be placed at select points in every county in Virginia.   The traps are easy to spot.  They are purple in color, triangular in shape, and measure 14" wide by 24" long.  The traps are baited with natural plant oil and covered with a non-toxic glue to catch the insects.  The traps are especially useful for revealing new infestations that would otherwise remain undetected.  VDACS staff will check the traps periodically to ensure proper placement, replace the lure, collect specimens, and remove the traps at the end of the survey.  
For more information please contact;
Office of Plant & Pest Services
Virginia Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services
804-786-3515
